VENUMADHAV

minutes late when I went. I could not move forward to sit near
the stage. From the rear lines I had the pleasure of witnessing
one of the best performances I had ever seen. The audience
listened to him in rapt attention. There was greater fun in
watching the show from a distance than by sitting close to the
foot lights. Distance did give additional enchantment to the view.

Substandard artistes produce animal sounds in a crude
manner. Straight away they imitate the sounds of animals in quick
succession. Venumadhav has designed a special technique for
this purpose. The sounds of various animals are introduced in
an artistic pattern in a story or frame work specially invented
for mimicry items to give relevance. It reads like a page from the
Arabian Nights Stories. One day Birbal goes late to Akbar's court.
When the latter wants to know the reason for his late coming,
he says that children detained him and he had to satisfy them.
They made funny demands. When Akbar wanted to know wh^f
were the children's demands, Birbal wanted him to play the role
of a father and Birbal became his son. In this context,
Venumadhav imitates the sounds of all of them - dog, frog,
cuckoo, lion, buffalo, sparrow, duck, snake, elephant. In
between, he also brings in the sound of cork-opening. Finally
the child wants Birbal to put the elephant in the tumbler! Such
is the persistent curiosity of children who always retain a sense
of wonder His ingenuity in providing the framework of story -
telling to these sounds is his special talent. Venumadhav can
also suggest solutions to the problems facing the country through
his mimicry!

Venumadhav's invaluable assets are his voice and
improvisation. There is a gold mine in his voice. If he lived in
U.S.A. he could have insured it for a million dollars. It is a voice
that can roar like a lion and coo like a dove. It is a voice that
cavorts with the grace of a Pegasus between the dispassionate
eloquence of Brutus and the impassioned utterance of Antony.
He could recite a passage in a tone of assured consequence, issue